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‘partment of Justice confirmed today that
it advised President Carterin 1977 thathe
had no legal obligation to zive Congres-

sional committees advance notice of cov-]

ertintelligence operations abroad. .
However, some members of Con
“believed that subsequentiy Mr. Carter
promised to give them advance notice of
. such operations.- - e e
" :The Los Angeles Times reported today
that alegal opinion written for former At
. torney General Griftin B. Bell by the Jus-
tice Department’s office of legal counsel
had "'freed”” the President and the Cen-
‘tral Intelligence Agency from fully com-
plying with ‘a . Presidential executive
order i3sued in January 1978 governing
the cperationof the C.I.A. ST
A However, a.spokesman for the Justice
.Department said today. thit the legal
“opinion, issued in October 1977, was actu-
‘ally an interpretation of the so-called
;Hughes-Ryan Amendment to the Foreign
“Aid Authorization Act of 1974, -0 5"
¢ . Intelligence System Oversight -+
. “The Hughes-Ryan  law created the
present system by which some members
of several Congressional committees
oversee the intelligence community. .
( ;- The-amendment stated that no funds
*could be spent on covert -intelligence
‘operations “‘unless and until’” the Presi-
-dent finds that it is important to national
:security and reports on it in-a Mtimely
‘fashion’’ to designated committees, ]
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The 1977 Justice béparimehi opinion
said: “‘It is clear from the legislative hisq
tory that reports to Congress need not
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occur belore the operation is conducted,
Nevertheless, reports should be made as
500n as reasonably possidle, whether or
not this cccurs bejore the cperation is
conducted,””. e

Testimony in February by Adm. Stans-
field Turner, the Director of Central In-
teiligence, left unclear whether the desig-
nated committees of Congress had in fact
been told of all covert cperations. It was
thus unclear whether Admiral Turner
had been comlying with the legal opin-
ion’s admonition at least to report covert
actionsafterthefact. .~ _-.i o -

Also, in negotiations on the wording of
the executive order governing intelli-
gence operations that Mr. Carter issued
in early 1978, members of the Congres-
sional intelligence committees felt that a.
gentleman’s  agreement’ - had - been
reached to give the committees prior no-
tice of covert operations. The order said
that the President would keep the com-.
mittees ““fully and currently informed”
onsuchacts, -, v oo 7 L

A spokesman for-the Senate Intelli- |i
gence Committee said the committee had |
asked the Justice Department for the full i
text o! the legal opinion and would also |
ask Mr. Bell and the-present Attorney
General, Benjamin R, Civiletti, to testify
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